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Talking about airport expansion

On the Tuesday, June 23, Daily News Opin-
ion page, Tod Maclay cha]]enged John Tori-
nus’ support of airport expansion. That’s
his democratic privilege, though an unwise
effort. Mr. Torinus knows the facts of the sit-
uation; Mr. Maclay apparently does not.

There will be no “take out of five resi-
dences, two businesses, and all or part of 13
farms.” Instead, present plans (still being
considered in Washington, D.C.) are to
make that portion of the state highway
{Highway 33) bordering the airport a dead-
end street. Homeowners across the high-
way are probably welcoming safer access
into and out of their driveways. The state
highway department wants to construct a
four-lane highway around those very hous-
es and businesses to join the present four-
lane section of Highway 33 that begins at
about the location of the Piggly Wiggly
supermarket. They consider such construc-
tion a safety enhancement necessary for
the increased traffic on Highway 33.

Mr. Maclay appeals to what he considers
the public’s sense of fair play with “the
social cost of the planned airport recon-
struction.” Then he reels off supposed

" destruction of hundreds of acres of “criti-
cal wetlands,” “verdant wetland woods,”
and “prime wildlife habitat.” This hand
wringing is hogwash. Although mitigation
cannot be declared final until after the
impact study is approved, our state is quite
satisfied with our plan’s generous offering
of new public lands in exchange for our use
of mostly marginal wetlands (once wet-
lands but later farmed).

Furthermore, Mr. Maclay would have us
believe that the river beyond the airport
would somehow be periodically flooded due
to airport expansion. He claims that the
aquifer beneath land acquired for airport
property would be mysteriously changed.
And, he points to loss of pristine habitat
{where that might be is yet to be located).
Finally Mr. Maclay makes the judgment
that the airport expansion is “an unneces-
sary public works project.” It makes one
wonder why we bother to elect a city coun-
cil and hire experienced analysts to deter-
mine that very fact.

Alan Price, member, West Bemd Alrport
Commission, West Bend

-resolution to the Wisconsin Conservation

Congress on the matter listed 160 acres of farm-
land converted to grass, destruction of 108 acres
of prime wildlife habitat and 220 acres of
impacts to the environmental corridor.

The cost of this project goes beyond the budget-

‘ed $27 million to add runway lengths to the air-

port and a widened relocated curb and guttered
highway. The cost becomes social and cannot be

. measured in financial terms - to thosé down-

stream with the loss of riparian wetlands with
increased flooding; to the aquifer beheath the
land involved; to the loss of pristine habitat; to
those who will have their land taken away.by the
state and city for an unnecessary public works
project.

Object. Go to wwwwatershedwatchers org and .

learn what you can do.
) Tod Maclay
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